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With Great Prizes 

Potluck, Please 

Bring a Dish to 

Share 

Education Component Directorõs Message 

The next Parent Advisory Committee/Intertribal Student Council monthly 

meeting will take place on Monday, October 5th, beginning at 6:30PM. The 

meeting will take place at the Torres-Martinez Tribal TANF office in the 

city of Commerce. Please bring a dish to share for the potluck. Everyone is 

welcome to attend the meetings. Future meetings will be held on November 

2nd and December 7th. 

We would like to remind all students and families about being safe during Halloween. Please take care of 

yourself and watch out for others. When this newsletter was printed, we did not have confirmed informa-

tion, but we did begin to hear of some community Halloween gatherings which will be held at various loca-

tions. As time gets closer to Halloween, we should have information regarding the various Halloween gath-

erings. Please contact the Education Component throughout the month to get more information. 

The National Indian Education Association (NIEA) 40th Annual Convention will be held on October 22-25, 

2009, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. The Education Component will have students, parents and staff attend the 

convention. Attendees will be reporting on the convention at the November PAC/ISC monthly meeting. 

SCIC will be co-sponsoring the Sejat Spirit Pow-Wow on November 7th & 8th. The Pow-Wow will be held 

at Heritage Park in Santa Fe Springs. More information will be included in next monthôs newsletter. 

Training for the Los Angeles Marathon through the SCIC/Students Run L.A. training group has begun and 

the group will participate in two races this month, one 5K (3.1 miles) and one 10K (6.2 miles). Currently we 

have nine students and three adults participating in the program.  

The Education Component newsletter can be downloaded by going to the SCIC website at 

www.indiancenter.org. Click on the óServicesô link on the left side of the page and then click on the 

óEducation Componentô link under Programs and Services. The Education Component Registration Form 

and the Tutor Request Form can be downloaded and can be printed from the website. 

If your address will be changing in the future, please contact the Education 

Component and provide your new mailing address. Our contact information 

is on page 4.               Thanks, Phil Hale 
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Homework Tips for Parents (Part 1)  

The following informational article is for parents to develop an awareness of their studentsô assigned 

homework and can be used to guide parents in developing homework plans for their children. This arti-

cle is provided by the U.S. Department of Educationôs publication ñHomework Tips for Parentsò.  

Homework has been a part of students' lives since the beginning of formal schooling in the United States. 

However, the practice has sometimes been accepted and other times rejected, both by educators and parents. 

This has happened because homework can have both positive and negative effects on children's learning 

and attitudes toward school. 

100 Years of Homework 
In the early 20th century, the mind was viewed as a muscle that could be strengthened through mental exer-

cise. Since exercise could be done at home, homework was viewed favorably. During the 1940s, schools 

began shifting their emphasis from memorization to problem solving. Homework fell out of favor because it 

was closely associated with the repetition of material. In the 1950s, Americans worried that education 

lacked rigor and left children unprepared for the new technologies, such as computers. Homework, it was 

believed, could speed up learning. In the 1960s, educators and parents became concerned that homework 

was crowding out social experience, outdoor recreation and creative activities. Two decades later, in the 

1980s, homework again came back into favor as it came to be viewed as one way to stem a rising tide of 

mediocrity in American education. The push for more homework continued into the 1990s, fueled by rising 

academic standards. 

To Do or Not To Do Homework? 
Homework can have many benefits for young children. It can improve remembering and understanding of 

schoolwork. Homework can help students develop study skills that will be of value even after they leave 

school. It can teach them that learning takes place anywhere, not just in the classroom. Homework can 

benefit children in more general ways as well. It can foster positive character traits such as independence 

and responsibility. Homework can teach children how to manage time. 

Homework, if not properly assigned and monitored, can also have negative effects on children. Educators 

and parents worry that students will grow bored if they are required to spend too much time on schoolwork. 

Homework can prevent children from taking part in leisure-time and community activities that also teach 

important life skills. Homework can lead to undesirable character traits if it promotes cheating, either 

through the copying of assignments or help with homework that goes beyond tutoring. 

The issue for educators and parents is not which list of effects, the positive or negative, is correct. To a de-

gree, both are. It is the job of parents and educators to maximize the benefit of homework and minimize the 

costs. 

Is It Enough Homework? 
The most critical question about homework is "How much homework should students do?" Experts agree 

that the amount of homework should depend on the age and skills of the student. Many national groups of 

teachers and parents, including the National Parent Teacher Association (PTA), suggest that homework for 

children in kindergarten through second grade is most effective when it does not exceed 10-20 minutes each 

day. In third through sixth grade, children can benefit from 30-60 minutes of homework per day. Junior 

high and high school students can benefit from more time on homework, and the amount may vary from 

night to night. 

Reading at home is especially important for young children. High-interest reading assignments might push 

the time on homework a bit beyond the minutes suggested above. 

These recommendations are consistent with the conclusions reached by many studies on the effectiveness of 

homework. For young children, research shows that shorter and more frequent assignments may be more 

effective than longer but fewer assignments. This is because young children have short spans of attention 

and need to feel they have successfully completed a task. 
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Group Tutoring, 

SCIC O.C., 

4:00-6:00PM 
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PAC/ISC Meeting 

@ TANF Office, 

Commerce, 

6:30PM 
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Dance Workshop 

@ Autry Center, 

6:30-9:00 
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Group Tutoring, 

TANF Commerce, 

6:30-9:00PM 
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Group Tutoring, 

SCIC O.C., 

4:00-6:00PM 

9 10 
SRLA Running 

Faire 5K @ 

Dockweiler Beach, 

7:30AM 
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Dance Workshop 

@ N.A.U.M.C., 

6:30-9:00 

14 
 

 

 

 

 

Group Tutoring, 

TANF Commerce, 

6:30-9:00PM 

15 
 

 

 

 

 

Group Tutoring, 

SCIC O.C., 

4:00-6:00PM 

16 
 

17 
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Dance Workshop 

@ Autry Center, 

6:30-9:00 

21 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Group Tutoring, 

TANF Commerce, 

6:30-9:00PM 

22 
 

NIEA Conference 

@ Milwaukee, WI 

 

 

 

Group Tutoring, 

SCIC O.C., 

4:00-6:00PM 

23 

 

NIEA Conference 

@ Milwaukee, WI 

24 
 

NIEA Conference 

@ Milwaukee, WI 

25 
 
NIEA Conference 

@ Milwaukee, WI 

 

La Puente Main 

Street 10K Race, 

8:00AM 

26 
 

 

27 
 

 

 

 

 

Dance Workshop 

@ N.A.U.M.C., 

6:30-9:00 

28 
 

 

 

 

 

Group Tutoring, 

TANF Commerce, 

6:30-9:00PM 

29 30 31 



 

 

  ctober 
Tutoring &Dance Workshop  

The Education Componentôs 2009-2010 tutoring program 

has started as of October 1st. Tutor Request Forms are now 

being accepted for one-on-one services. The form is avail-

able to be downloaded from the SCIC website. Please make 

as many copies you will need. Each student needs to have 

their own form. A tutor will be assigned to schedule and to 

begin tutoring your student as soon as possible. Group tu-

toring sessions in Orange County are held at the SCIC Or-

ange County office on Thursdays from 4:00PM to 6:00PM. 

Sessions in Los Angeles County are held at the Torres-

Martinez Tribal TANF office in the city of Commerce. 

These sessions are held on Wednesdays from 6:30 to 

8:30PM, with the UCLA AIR Project. 

The Intertribal Dance Workshop will begin the first session 

on Tuesday, October 6th, at the Autry National Center in 

Griffith Park. The next session on Tuesday, October 13th, 

will take place at the Native American United Methodist 

Church in Anaheim. The address for the church is 800 

South Lemon Street in Anaheim. We will have the same 

instructors returning. David Patterson and Tiffany Jackson 

will provide the dance instruction, Jorge Lechuga and the 

Wildhorse Singers will be the Northern drum, and Phil Hale 

will be the Southern drum. All American Indian students 

are welcome. For more information, please contact the Edu-

cation Component at the SCIC Orange County office. 

Education Component 

Staff and Offices 

SCIC Education Component  

SCIC Education Component 

10175 Slater Ave., Suite 150 

Fountain Valley, CA  92708 

Phillip Hale, Education Director 
   (phale@indiancenter.org)  

Citlali Arvizu, Tutor 
Virginia Arvizu, Program Assistant/Tutor 
Cherilyn Cody, Tutor 
Tiffany Jackson, Program Assistant/Tutor 
David Morgan, Tutor 
Jennifer Yazzie, Tutor 
 

S.C.I.C. ORANGE COUNTY 
10175 Slater Ave., Suite 150  
Fountain Valley, CA  92708  
Ph:(714) 962-6673      Fax:(714) 962-6343 
 

S.C.I.C. LOS ANGELES  
3440 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 904  
Los Angeles, CA  90010  
Ph:(213) 387-5772      Fax:(213) 387-9061 

Mailing 

Address 

Goes 

Here 
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